
To:  State Board of Education 
From: Nancy Willard, Embrace Civility http://embracecivility.org and nwillard@embracecivility.org 
Re: What Educators (and some parents) Are Saying 
Date:  October 12, 2020 

It appears that those in state leadership — the Governor, OHA, OED — really do not seem to 
care what the people who they are putting in harms way think. So on Oregon Safe Return 
Facebook group I asked them what they wanted to say to you. I have hidden all information 
about location because many are terrified about retaliation. 
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This is from the Winston 
Dillard District, 
demonstrating how the 
Metrics are not being 
required:





I used the names of two these districts as I did not think 
the staff could be identified, but not the third, Estacada 
School District, because the staff probably could have 
been identified. 


In the Estacade School district, students are reportedly 
being allowed to be in the schools all day, despite the fact 
that they were only supposed to be there for 2 hours. 
Some of the students are not wearing masks, only loose 
face coverings. The staff working with special education 
students are required to sit close to them, with no social 
distancing. 


These are 3 districts that received special permission — 
but are clearly not following appropriate safety protocols. 
This is of significant concern because these regions are at 
far higher risk of infection due to the disruptions. 

DOUGLAS HIGH STUDENT CLAIMS SCHOOL UNSAFE 
AMID PANDEMIC
Sophomore Kaitlynn Pruitt told KEZI 9 News that she started her first day 
of in-person learning on Tuesday and was horrified by the lack of social 
distancing and mask wearing inside the school.
Posted: Oct 7, 2020 6:39 PM Updated: Oct 8, 2020 10:45 AM Posted By: Evita 
Garza

WINSTON, Ore. -- A now-former Douglas High School student is speaking out 
after leaving the school over concerns staff are not doing their part to keep 
students safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Sophomore Kaitlynn Pruitt told KEZI 9 News that she started her first day of in-
person learning on Tuesday. She said she was horrified by the lack of social 
distancing and mask wearing inside the school.
“Some of the desks in the classrooms were less than three feet apart,” she said. 
“During lunch, people would crowd together and eat lunch without masks on.”
Pruitt said she then took her concerns to Principal Craig Anderson and other staff 
members.
“He said he would tell teachers to enforce social distance, but I didn’t see very 
much social distancing,” she said.
Pruitt said she unenrolled from the school Wednesday morning.
Earlier this week, the Winston-Dillard School District was given the green light to 
reopen for in-person instruction under an exception from the Oregon Department 
of Education that labels the district as rural. This means the metrics required for 
the district to hold in-person instruction are now less restrictive than the 10 or 
fewer cases per week required for other districts.
Instead of reopening for full-time in-person learning, school officials said they 
opted for a hybrid learning plan. Under this plan, the students are alternating 
between in-person and distance learning. This is due to construction at the school 
and hopes of reducing the risk of spreading the virus.
However, Pruitt said it’s not enough.
“Kids my age should be really cautious about things like this because you're kind 
of gambling with your life in a sense,” she said.
In a statement, district officials told KEZI 9 News said they are adhering to the 
operational blueprints required by the state, which includes sanitation protocols, 
mask wearing and social distancing. They also said a big part of enforcing these 
practices is educating the students on the need to comply with the guidelines.
Pruitt said she will continue her sophomore year through an online alternative 
program. However, she said she is speaking out to be a voice for people who are 
too afraid.
“I feel like a couple of them just don’t want to come out and say it out of fear of 
rejection,” she said.
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CONCLUSIONS:


Even though districts are saying they are following the metrics and regulations, some clearly 
are not. This is increasing the health risks to staff, students, and their families. 


It appears that in some districts there are many staff who are not inclined to follow the 
guidance of science and medical professionals. Also, in many communities there are likely also 
parent and community members who believe that the dangers are overrated and we need to 
get back to life. 


If your state government were to capitulate to these opinions, this would be an outrage. 


There is no way to enforce that sections 1-3 of Ready Schools are followed because the staff 
who know they are not being followed will be unable to report for fear of retaliation and school 
and district leaders will deny that they are not following the regulations. 


It is essential that in any region where the infection rates are high, schools not be allowed to 
provide any in-school instruction beyond severely limited Limited In Person Instruction. In any 
region where schools have opened, if the infection rates go over 30 per 100,000, those schools 
should transition back to distance learning. 


Some districts are clearly destroying their relationships with school staff. It will be very hard to 
establish a positive school climate in these districts when this is over.  


Our highest priorities must be on ensuring highly effective distance learning, effective access 
for all students, and support for families. 



